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mass destruction, 
alone oppose, thi 


Anyone under th 
Iraq would have 


le illusion that the Congressional Democrats will mount an opposition to Bush’s plans for invading 
been disabused of this notion by the Sunday evening meeting held in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
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s, and others from the Ann Arbor community, came to meeting at the University of Michigan 
on about the threatened war. They received none. One student asked the Congressman, “Do you 
ction that Iraq is a danger, that the US is in imminent danger?” Dingell answered, “I have no 
other student asked, “How can we replace the present Iraqi government with a democratic regime 
e the country and destabilize the whole region?” DingelTs response was, “Good question, I have no 
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c Congressman admits no evidence against Iraq 


John Dingell, the most senior member of the US House of Representatives, admitted at a 
wn meeting” that he has seen no evidence that the Iraqi regime of Saddam Hussein has weapons of 
The absence of such evidence, however, has not prompted the Michigan Democrat to question, let 
s central premise for the war of aggression that the Bush administration is preparing against Iraq. 


er asked, “Do you have any evidence that Saddam Hussein was actively involved with the events of 
linked to A1 Qaeda?” Again, Dingell answered, “There’s no evidence he was and I am aware of 


ons raised the obvious question: if the most senior member of the US House of Representatives has 
, then who has? Dingell never expressed any concern over this state of affairs. On the contrary, he 
et the support of both Congress and the United Nation to win such a war. Dingell, like the rest of 
Party, is appealing to Bush to provide a coherent plan for attacking and conquering Iraq. 


the 


audience voiced opposition to the war plans. Some referred to previous US alliances with both 
Saddam Hussein during the 1980s. One person asked Dingell how the administration could claim that 
ogical weapons justified military action, given that Washington had aided the regime when it was 
ns in the Iran-Iraq war. 


ned 


how war could be waged against Iraq over violations of UN resolutions when Israel— 
sest ally in the region—has violated more such resolutions than any country on the face of the earth, 
n chose not to address any of these issues. 


another person’s assertion that the present drive toward war was being used by Bush to win the 
for the Republican Party. 


e World Socialist Web Site challenged the Congressman, stating: “It is clear from your remarks that, 
^nditions, you will vote in support of a US military attack on Iraq.... This is a war for oil and the 
f that country. It is only the beginning of military actions that are being prepared by American 
nquer and dominate the globe.” 


While stating that the WSWS is no supporter of Saddam Hussein, the speaker disputed the claim that the Iraqi regime 












poses a grave thije: 
by the Bush admi 


at to the US and the world, “A far greater threat is posed by the reckless actions being carried out 
nistration,” she said, to applause from the audience. 


Congressman Dingell, you stated that the US has to do everything to win this war,” she continued. “What does that 
mean? It means the slaughter of thousands of innocent Iraqi people who have done nothing to the American working 
ust oppose this military aggression and not allow the US government to commit such crimes in the 
rican people. From what Dingell has said this evening, it is futile to base opposition to the war on 


class. Students n 
name of the Ame 
appeals to the D(!mocratic Party 


Dingell responded 
we live in a dang 
Washington safe’ 
war against Iraq. 


You seem to arrive at the conclusion that the Democratic Party and I are in support of Bush. But 
jsrous world.” Denying the war was about oil—“it’s about keeping the people who sent me to 
—he claimed he had not made up his mind on how he would vote on the upcoming resolution for 
I am seeking your guidance in this issue,” he told the audience. 


Dingell however. 
ofRepresentativ^; 
He has become c 
Commerce Com: 


is no political novice. Part of a family dynasty, at 76 he is the longest-serving member in the House 
s. He won his seat in 1955 after the death of his father, John Dingell Sr., who held office since 1932. 
ne of the most powerful members of Congress, serving first as chairman of the powerful Energy and 
ibittee and then as its ranking minority member since the Republicans gained control of the House. 


In concluding th(! 
people were in ft.- 
people raised thei 
United Nations ai 


meeting, Dingell asked the audience for a show of hands on support for a war. Initially, only two 
.vor. Dingell then asked for a vote given that the Europeans would support the war, and 10 more 
r hands. Finally he got a total of 20—less than a fifth of the audience—on the condition that the 
nd Middle Eastern countries also backed the war. 


Significantly, Dii 
of Detroit, the v( 


rigell revealed that at a similar meeting held in Monroe, Michigan, a working class community south 
ote was similar. 


While the Ameriq; 
a growing skepti 
demonstrates thalt 


an media works to stampede public opinion behind the war, both meetings demonstrate that there is 
;ism and opposition toward the Bush administration’s plans. In contrast, Dingell’s reaction 
the Democratic Party is preparing to endorse military aggression against Iraq. 
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Bush, House Leaders Reach Iraq Deal 


By JIM ABRAMS, 


Associated Press Writer 


WASHINGTON (A 
leaders agreed W 
if we can, militarily 


) - Unswayed by a new U.N. plan for arms inspections, President Bush ( news - web sit est and House 
ednesday on a resolution for dealing with Iraqi President Saddam Hussein ( news - web sites) "diplomatically 
if we must." 
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(Reuters) 


House Minority Leader Dick Gephardt announced the agreement as he emerged from an hour-long 
White House breakfast with Bush and headed back to Capitol Hill to brief Democrats on the wording 
of the resolution expected to be debated in the House International Relations Committee this week. 

Senate concerns about possible war with Iraq were still unresolved. 

Similar to a draft made public last week, the House resolution expected to be debated in the 
International Relations Committee beginning this week authorizes Bush to "use the Armed Forces of 
the United States as he determines necessary and appropriate in order to 1) defend the national 
security interests of the United States against the continuing threat posed by Iraq and 2) to enforce 
all relevant United Nations ( news - web sites') Security Council resolutions regarding Iraq," 
according to a White House official. 

The resolution also requires Bush to certify to Congress that diplomatic and other peaceful means 
alone will not work and requires him to report to Congress every 60 days on developments vis-a-vis 
Iraq. 

As Gephardt, D-Mo., explained the final deal: "Iraq is a problem. It presents a problem after 9/11 
that it did not before and we should deal with it diplomatically if we can, militarily if we must. And I 
think this resolution does that." 

While the president and Gephardt conferred over breakfast with Senate Majority Leader Tom 
Daschle, D-S.D., Senate Republican leader Trent Lott, R-Miss., and House Speaker Dennis Hasten, 
R-lll., a dozen women crowded around the White House’s northwest gate in protest. 

"No war in Iraq," read a banner they hung on the executive mansion's wrought-iron gate while one 
woman mounted the fence and shouted from the top of its post before being talked down by Secret 
Service officers. 


Accord in the Dem 
of the day we're go 
the United Nations 


ocratic-controlled Senate was still up in the air, although Daschle told reporters he expected that "at the end 
ing to have a broad level of support on both sides of the aisle for a resolution that indicates our support for 
effort and our support for the administration's effort in dealing with Iraq." 


Secretary of State Colin Powell ( news - web sitesT reacting to inspection plans agreed to by U.N. inspectors and Iraq on 
Tuesday, said the’e should be no resumption of inspections until the Security Council comes up with new ground rules for 
those inspections and spells out the consequences if Iraq does not abide by them. 











































































"We will not be sj 
said. 


;alisfied with Iraqi half-truths or Iraqi compromises or Iraqi efforts to get us back into the same swamp," Powell 


"Everybody understands that the old inspection regime did not work." Powell said. "They (the Iraqis) tied it up in knots." 


Agreement on an 
the election camp 


Iraq resolution could set the stage for a strong vote for the president's poiicies before Congress recesses for 
aign. 


The administratioi 
campaign complic 


ihe 


Bush challenged 
the Security Cour 
for a military respa 


Security Council to "show its backbone" by passing a tough resolution. The other permanent members of 
cil France, Russia and China — have resisted U.S.-British demands that the resolution include provisions 
nse to Iraqi failure to disarm. 


While there's nea 
resolution has be^ 
or to act unilatera 


IS 


If no agreement 
scheduled to take 
ideas presented bly 
Biden, D-Dei., and 


The Biden-Lugar 
unilaterally if the 
the main justificat 


proposal emphasizes the need for internationai support but reserves the right of the United States to act 
U.N. Security Council fails to approve a new resolution. It also focuses on weapons of mass destruction as 
on for military action against Iraq. 


John Feehery, spi 
support in both ch 


"There is no track 


Bush suggested h 
reporters. But he 


Previous Story 


was also pressing the U.N. Security Council to accept a proposed U.S.-British resolution to disarm Iraq, a 
:ated by an agreement announced Tuesday between Baghdad and U.N. arms inspectors. 


-unanimous agreement that Saddam presents a threat to U.S. security interests, concurring on an Iraqi 
m difficult. Lawmakers from both parties are leery of giving the president open-ended authority to wage war 
iy without the backing of the United Nations or an international coalition. 


reached, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and the House International Relations Committee were 
up separate proposais Wednesday. The version in the GOP-controlled House was likely to be closer to 
■ the White House. The Senate proposal was crafted by Foreign Relations Committee Chairman Joseph 
Sen. Richard Lugar ( news , big, voting recordi . R-Ind., a senior member of the committee. 


lokesman for Hastert, said the aim was still to work with the Senate on a resolution that will command broad 
lambers. But he held out the possibility the House would act independently. 


" Biden said when asked if they were working together. "Nobody is on the same track." 


e couldn't accept Biden-Lugar as written. "I don't want to get a resolution which ties my hands," Bush told 
said he would continue to work with Congress on the wording "and I'm confident we'ii get something done." 
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: Iraq Plan Defective 


By ED JOHNSON, Associated Press Writer 



AP Photo 
Slideshow: Iraq a 


Saddam Hussein 


Foreign Secretary Jack Straw said Wednesday that existing U.N. arrangements for weapons inspections in 
■'te, and he called for a tough new resolution from the Security Council. 

Straw said the policies under which chief U.N. inspector Hans Blix was operating were defective and 
that the arrangements needed to be upgraded. 

"We have great respect for Hans Blix, but Hans Blix is a senior civil servant of the United Nations 
( neyys - web sites ) and can only operate within the existing policy and that policy is defective," said 
Straw. 

"What we have to have is upgraded weapons inspection arrangements where it is the international 
community and not Saddam Hussein ( news - web sites') playing games which determine how the 
inspections take place, and what the consequences will be ... if he continues to play games, as he 
has done so over the past four years." 

Speaking on the steps of his hotel in Blackpool, northern England, where the governing Labor 
Party's annual conference was underway. Straw said it was vital that inspectors be allowed into 
presidential palaces. 

He said such sites were vast and had been used in the past to manufacture weapons of mass 
destruction. The eight presidential sites comprise about 12 square miles of territory, and under the 
current arrangement inspectors are not permitted to visit them unannounced. 


lid 


"It is well known 
has taken place. 


th 


lat within these so-called presidential palaces much of the manufacture of the weapons of mass destruction 
and it is just a further illustration of the way this man plays games," he said. 


Iraq agreed on Tii' 
ignores U.S. dema 


esday to a plan for the return of U.N. weapons inspectors for the first time in nearly four years, but the deal 
nds for access to Saddam's palaces and other contested sites. 


However, the U.N 
resolution is needai 


Brit. 
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aiming to achieve 
taken ... will alwa^ 
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Security Council, which needs to approve the mission, is divided over whether a new, stronger council 
id. The United States and Britain both want a new resolution threatening to use force if Iraq fails to comply. 


lain would back the United States or the United Nations if the new resolution failed. Straw said: "We are 
that tough new resolution. But I have made clear and so has the United States that any action that is 
's be consistent with international law." 
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WASHINGTON 
the restricted area 


(AP; 


It brought to 45 
to patrol zones set 


t|he number of strikes reported this year by the United States and the United Kingdom coalition put together 
up to protect Iraqi minorities following the 1991 Gulf War ( news - web sites) . 


"They placed a m 
Merriman, spokes 


obile radar south of the 33rd parallel," the boundary for the southern zone, said Navy Commander Frank 
man for Central Command in Tampa, Fla. "And they flew military aircraft into the zone." 


He declined to say how many Iraqi aircraft. 


Coalition planes 
at 5 p.m. EOT Tud 


It was the sixth tint 
and 9. Pentagon ( 


w, 


Tuesday's strike 
the northern zone 
unsuccessfully re\j' 
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) - Allied aircraft launched an airstrike in the southern no-fly zone over Iraq after Iraqi aircraft penetrated 
, defense officials said Wednesday. 


responded, targeting precision-guided weapons at the radar at Al Kut, some 100 miles southeast of Baghdad, 
sday, a statement from the command said. 


e in a month that coalition aircraft have struck at Al Kut, targeting it also on Aug. 29 and 30 and Sept. 5, 7 
news - web sites’) officials said Iraqis keep moving mobileradar equipment to the area. 


The amount of any damage from Tuesday's strike was unknown because assessment was still under way. 


as in the southern zone, set up to protect Shiite Muslims, and it was the 35th one in the zone this year. In 
set up to protect Kurds, there have been 10 this year. Both groups were given protection after 
olting against the regime of Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein ( news - web sites') . 


patrols a violation of its sovereignty and frequently shoots at the planes with anti-aircraft artillery and 
iiles. In response, coalition pilots try to bomb Iraqi air defense systems. 

as the Bush administration increases efforts to convince the world of the need to overthrow Saddam. 
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Report: Seiz 

Mon Sep 30, 8:43 PM 


ed Material Not Uranium 


ET 


ANKARA, Turkey 
weapons-grade 


(AP) - Atomic energy officials said Monday that a substance seized by police near the Syrian border was not 
urpnium as Turkish officials first reported, according to the Anatolia news agency. 


Atomic Energy Institute chief Guler Koksal said the material was harmless, containing zinc, iron, zirconium and manganese. 


The announcemeijit 
United States accu 


ended days of speculation that the substance might have been destined for neighboring Iraq, which the 
ses of trying to smuggle in nuclear material for a secret weapons program. 


Police, acting on < 
were trying to sell 


tip, recovered the material in a taxi last week in Sanliurfa province, near the Syrian border. Two Turks who 
the material as uranium were released from custody. 


The seizure alarm bi 
M onday, police sa 


d intelligence agencies around the world when the Turkish police said it weighed 35 pounds last week. On 
id the material weighed only 5 ounces. 


The disparity occu 
police said. 
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rred because authorities initially included the weight of the lead container in which the material was placed. 
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By Evelyn Leopold 


UNITED NATIONS 
extraordinary dem 


(Reuters) - In an uncompromising draft resolution, the United States rewrites inspection rules and makes 
ands for Iraq to open every inch of its territory or face military strikes. 

The draft U.N. resolution, backed by Britain, still faces opposition from France, Russia and China, 
who are loathe to let Washington decide when to attack Baghdad. All five nations have veto-power 
in the 15-member Security Council. 

The document, obtained by Reuters on Tuesday, is not expected to be introduced to the full council 
until later in the week, an indication of continued disputes among the five. 

Before U.N. arms inspectors, out of Iraq since December 1998, can return, Baghdad has seven days 
to accept all provisions in the resolution. It then has 30 days to give an accounting of its weapons of 
mass destruction and an extensive list of related materials and components, after which the U.N. 
arms experts can begin their work. 

Should it fail to disclose anything, any United Nations ( news - web sites) member can use force against Baghdad. 

"False statements or omissions in the declaration submitted by Iraq to the council and failure by Iraq at any time to comply 
and cooperate fully in accordance with the provisions laid out in this resolution, shall constitute a further material breach of 



Reuters Photo 


Iraq's obligations," 


The draft resolutio 
nuclear, chemical 
materials used for 


the text says. 


Such a breach "authorizes member states to use all necessary means to restore international peace and security in the area," 
it says. 


n requires Iraq to submit an "acceptable and currently accurate, full and complete" listing of Baghdad's 
ballistic and biological weapons, where they are located, their components, all research centers as well as 
civilian and military purposes. 


IRAQ YIELDS IN VIENNA, POWELL SAYS 'NO" 

U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell ( news - web sites) said again that inspections should be delayed until the resolution was 
adopted. He spoke only hours after chief U.N. arms inspector Hans Blix met Iraqi officials in Vienna to make preparations for 
the return of the inspectors. 

"There is nothing - there's no magic calendar as to when they have to go in. They should go in when they have the authority 
to do their job," Pc well said in Washington. 

Blix, after two days of meeting with Iraqi arms experts in Vienna, said, "There is a willingness to accept inspections that has 
not existed before" 


In the U.S. draft resolution, the inspectors can go anywhere, including President Saddam Hussein ( news - web sites) 's eight 
































presidential sites 
country for them a 


They can interview any scientist or government official in private and even provide transport out of the 
ind their families, a provision some diplomats say is an invitation to defect. 


The inspection tea|i 
right to "unrestricti 


ms can remove or destroy any weapons or components, records, materials and equipment. They have the 
ed voice and data communications, including encrypted communications," the text says. 


The inspectors can 
Basra, and declare 
inspections" -- whe 


US, BRITONS CA 
The United States 


,N JOIN INSPECTIONS 

has left room for their entry into Iraq, well before any declaration of war. 


The draft resolution 
representatives to 
and "receive a re 


allows any of the five permanent members of the council, such as the United States, to add 
the inspection teams, recommend to the inspectors who they can interview, set conditions for the interviews 
on the results". 


pbrt 


The inspectors art 
responsible for ao 
Atomic Energy Agle 


from the New York-based U.N. Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission, known as UNMOVIC, 
(|;ounting for Iraq's chemical and biological arms and ballistic missiles. The Vienna-based International 
ncy is in charge of nuclear weapons. 


France is among tpe sceptics and is pushing two resolutions that leaves out an immediate authorization offeree. 

sal, not officially circulated, says the inspectors need to report "any serious failure by Iraq to comply with its 


The French propo; 
obligations". 


The council would 
would be needed 


to 
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have security guards to protect them at their base, such as new offices they want to open in Mosul and 
no-flight or no-drive exclusion zones in areas they are operating. Still in dispute are so-called "coercive 
ther such zones should be enforced by U.N. or outside troops. 


then "consider any measure" to ensure full compliance with its relevant resolutions. A second resolution 
authorize force. 
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